
 

January 29, 2008 
I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 3:13-15 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 

Last week we began our reflections on the “Five 
Essential Marks of Catholic Schools” from The Holy 
See’s Teaching on Catholic Schools by Archbishop J. 
Michael Miller.  This week’s reflection focuses on 
the second essential mark: “Founded on a Christian 
Anthropology”:   
  

In order to be worthy of its name, a Catholic 
school must be founded on Jesus Christ, the 
Redeemer.  It is he who, through his Incarnation, 
is united with each student.  Christ is not an 
afterthought or an add-on…he is the center and 
fulcrum of the entire enterprise, the light 
enlightening every boy and girl who comes into 
a Catholic school.    
 

A Catholic school…cannot be a factory for the 
learning of various skills and competencies 
designed to fill the echelons of business and 
industry.  Nor is it for “clients” and “consumers” 
in a competitive marketplace that values 
academic achievement.  Education is not a 
commodity, even if Catholic schools equip their 
graduates with enviable skills. Rather, “the 
Catholic school sets out to be a school for the 
human person and of human persons.” 

 

To borrow again from the “wisdom” of Stephen 
Covey, I would like to draw your attention to the 
third habit in The Seven Habits for Highly Effective 
People: “Put first things first.”  Putting first things 
first requires discipline.  Sometimes, “first things” 
appear less attractive than trivial pleasures; 
sometimes, they make inconvenient or even costly 
demands on us.  Is Christ the “first thing” on our list 
of priorities for our children?  Do we believe Christ 
alone can satisfy our children’s (and our own) 
deepest longing for freedom and happiness?  Are we 
willing to discipline and guide our children to pattern 
their life after the example of Christ? 
 

As we celebrate Catholic Schools Week, let us take 
the opportunity to renew our desire to form our 
children into saints, trusting that if this priority – this 
“first thing” – is achieved, our children will be graced 
with the gift of true and lasting happiness. 
 

With prayers, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Prayer Corner 
 

Please pray for: 
� Pope Benedict, Archbishop Gregory, 

Archbishop Donoghue, Father Doyle, 
Father Terry 

� The Taylor Family 
� The McNally Family 
� Noah and Olivia Zimmer’s grandfather who 

recently underwent a kidney transplant 
� For Erin Hagebusch's grandfather, Richard, 

who is being treated for cancer 
� For requests submitted to the Spiritual 

Committee's prayer chain 
 

 

Calendar at a Glance 
 

Wednesday, January 30  Please note the date on the 
original calendar  for this Mass (31

st
) is incorrect. 

▪ Archdiocesan 8th Grade Mass @ SCS @ 10 a.m. 
▪ NO hot lunch; students should pack a sack lunch  
Friday, February 1 

▪ Spirit Wear 
▪ First Friday Adoration 8:30-1:00 
▪ * Robotics Team presentation @ 1:45 
▪ * Faculty vs. 8th Grade Basketball Game @ 2:15 
▪ Scrip orders due @ noon 
Wednesday, February 6 Ash Wednesday 
▪ School Mass (8B) 
 

 

* We invite parents to join us for these events! 

 

THANK YOU – ONCE AGAIN! 

Thank you to: 
▪ Our parents and students who helped with the 

SCS Open House.  Our parent and student tour 
guides, greeters, and speakers were warm, 
welcoming, and simply wonderful.   

▪ Our students who served as readers and gift 
bearers at last Sunday’s 11:30 Mass.  Thank you 
to our students who came to the Mass in their 
dress uniform to show off their super SCS spirit! 

▪ Our parents who will be helping in various ways 
this Wednesday with our Archdiocesan 8th Grade 
Mass and lunch. 

Siena Circular 



PLAYGROUND HELP NEEDED 

Volunteers are needed to help on the playground on 
Wednesdays from 11:30 am- 1:30 pm.  If you are 
able to help, please call Arantxa Mejia at 770-794-
0794.  Thank you! 
 

ELECTRONIC TUESDSDAY FOLDERS 

No more paper! 
In an effort to save paper and cut down costs and 
labor, we would like to explore the possibility of 
delivering our Tuesday Folders via email in the near 
future.  We would like to pilot-test this method of 
delivery some time during the 4th quarter, with the 
goal of switching to this approach beginning the next 
school year.  Included in today’s Tuesday Folder is a 
form with more details and a request for some 
information.  Thank you for taking the time to 
complete the form and return it to school by next 
Wednesday, February 6. 
 
GIRL SCOUTS DAUGHTER-DADDY DANCE 

Spaces are still available for the Girl Scouts 
Daughter-Daddy Dance on Saturday, February 2.  
Tickets may be purchased at the door.  Our Girl 
Scouts would like to ask those attending the dance to 
bring one can of goods to help stock the local food 
banks.  Thank you for your generous support of our 
Girl Scouts. 
 

PARENTING EXPERT SPEAKER:  

JOHN ROSEMOND 

Calling all SCS parents!  For 10 bucks, reserve your 
seat NOW to hear John Rosemond on February 26 
in our gym at 7 pm.  Check in will be at 6:30 pm.  
We’ve sold 90+ seats to this event so far for this 
outstanding parenting speaker and would love to sell 
out at 500…see the SCS website for more details.  
As of this week, we will be opening up this event to 
the preschool and parish as well as surrounding 
parishes…so don’t miss out!  Call Ann Contrucci at 
770-516-6211 or email theshirleys4@bellsouth.net 
for questions. 
 

ARCHDIOCESSAN 8
TH
 GRADE MASS 

Since we expect more than 800 students at the 
Archdiocesan 8th Grade Mass this Wednesday, we are 
not able to invite parents to attend this Mass.  
Literally, every space in the Church has been allotted 
to students and teachers.  Please pray for us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FACTS RE-ENROLLMENT 

FACTS Tuition Agreement for families is not a 
requirement for the February 14 re-enrollment 
deadline. FACTS Tuition Agreements for 2008-2009 
will be set up automatically for families currently 
using FACTS tuition service for tuition deductions.  
In April when tuition rates for 2008-2009 are 
announced, we will send letters to each family with 
the new contract rate and tuition deductions for the 
2008-2009 FACTS tuition account. If you have 
questions, please contact Anna Coppock at 770-419-
8601 ext. 1418. 
 

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES  

The February 14 Parent-Teacher Conferences are 
optional.  We will have noon dismissal on that day to 
allow conferences to take place in the afternoon, 
beginning at 1:00 p.m.  Parents who would like to 
schedule a conference with a teacher should contact 
the teacher no later than Friday, February 8 to 
arrange a time for the conference.   

 

ST. PIUS X GOLDEN GALA 

St. Pius X Catholic High School celebrates fifty years 
of excellence at its GOLDEN GALA on Saturday, 
February 23 at 6:30 p.m. at the Grand Hyatt 
Buckhead, 3300 Peachtree Road, Atlanta.  All friends 
who have been part of St. Pius X over the past fifty 
years are invited to attend this fabulous evening of 
dining, dancing, live and silent auctions.  Tickets are 
$85 per person. For reservations contact Sharon 
Philpott at 770-939-5882.  For more information or to 
view the auction items visit www.spx.org and click 
on GOLDEN GALA. 
 

SCRIP PROGRAM 

Our next order deadline is Friday, February 1, 2008 
at 12 p.m.  Orders placed by that date will be 
available on Friday, February 8 from 2:30-3:00 p.m. 
in the front lobby of the school.  Please note that this 
distribution date is one week earlier than usual due to 
no school on Friday, February 15.  If you have 
questions, please call Sharon Braun at 770-420-7444 
or Ann Contrucci at 770-516-6211.   Thank you for 
helping SCS while doing your everyday shopping! 

 
 
 

Saint Catherine of Siena Catholic School unites with family and community to provide an excellent academic and religious 

education, developing the whole child while encouraging individual talents and abilities in a Christ-centered environment. 
 

In imitation of Saint Catherine, faithful daughter of the Church, we provide a formation grounded in truth through which we 

engage the culture, setting the world ablaze with the love of Christ. 


