Siena Circular

September 25, 2007

Dear Parents,

At the Fun Run this Friday, our students will run
around our school parking lot — not in a race — but
to raise money to benefit their own learning. At the
end of the run, they will be worn out but very
happy, because they will have worked among each
other to achieve one common and very worthwhile
goal.

Much of our life can feel like a race. Daily we race
from one activity to another. My friends and family
members used to tease me about the alacrity with
which I walk. When I entered the convent, I had to
develop the habit of walking at a normal pace and
with a minimal level of noise.

However, running is not wrong. Problems arise
only when we race for the wrong reasons or when
we forget why we are running. Loss of the sense of
interior peace is one indicator that we have lost
sight of the true finishing line. So we must ask
ourselves: are we running? What is our goal?

Here at Saint Catherine of Siena School, we are
blessed to be “surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses” — parents, teachers, staff, clergy — who
give of themselves and run for one common goal —
the right goal — the good of our young people.

Let us learn from our children. When they run at
the Fun Run this Friday, they are going to put their
whole heart and soul into this great event. They
will encourage and cheer for each other, even those
who might have irritated them in the classroom or
on the playground. Let us — their parents and
teachers — encourage and cheer for our children and
for each other. Let us remember that we are all
headed toward the same finishing line. Together,
let us persevere with good humor on the “race
marked out for us” — the race whereby we lead our
children toward perfect love of God and neighbor.

With prayers,

Prayer Corner

Please pray for:

* Pope Benedict, Archbishop Wilton
Gregory, Father Doyle, Father Terry, all
bishops and priests

*  Our family members who are serving
overseas, especially Mr. Herman
Marshall and Mr. Patrick Reily

* Peace in our world

* Missionaries

*  Our benefactors and volunteers

* Success of our Fun Run

Calendar at a Glance

Wednesday, September 26
= Parent Coffee (6A) 8:15; School Mass
(6A)
Friday, September 28
= Fun Run
Tuesday, October 2 *Change from the October 3
date on the calendar
» Mid-term report cards to be distributed
Wednesday, Thursday, October 3 & 4
» Noon dismissal - Park and Pick
» Parent-Teacher Conferences 1:00 - 6:00
» Scrip orders due at noon on October 4
Friday, October 5
= No school
Wednesday, October 10
* Picture Day



FUN RUN

Our goal this year is for each family to collect
pledges of $100 and so to reach a $15,000 school-
wide goal. Students of families who meet the $100
goal will receive out-of-uniform passes. Even the
Sisters have collected enough pledges to qualify for
out-of-uniform passes, but alas, they will not be
able to use the passes. The whole school will
celebrate with a school-wide pizza party if we meet
the $15,000 school goal. A special “Thank You”
goes to Katie Smith and her team of helpers who
have worked very hard to prepare for this great
event.

SCRIP NEWS
Thanks to all the families who placed orders in
September! Due to the Teacher Workday on
October 5™ —our next Scrip deadline is Thursday,
October 4™ at 12 noon. Orders placed by then will
be available for pickup from 2-3pm on Friday
October 19™.

INNISBROOK UPDATE

Innisbrook orders will be online only this year and
we are not requesting a minimum per family. We
would like to give everyone the opportunity to
focus on our Scrip program. We believe the Scrip
program will be a terrific fundraiser for us and we
will eventually phase out Innisbrook. If you have
any questions regarding Innisbrook, please call
Karen Blinkhorn @ 678-521-2983.

LOST AND FOUND
A duffle bag with a Middle School boy’s uniform
and a Samsung cell phone in a carrying case was
delivered to the school. These items were found at
Noon Day Park. If you know of their owner, please
contact the school’s office.

FROM THE GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING
DEPARTMENT

Rainbows Grief/Loss Group for Children
Rainbows is an international, not-for-profit
organization that provides a healthy path toward
healing to those grieving a loss or life-altering
crisis. Rainbows enrollment is now open. Students
in grades kindergarten through eighth grade may
participate. If your child attended Rainbows
last year, they may continue in the program this
year. Rainbows will meet on Tuesday. The group
will begin immediately after school and
end at 4:00pm. Start date to be determined. If you
are interested, please contact Melissa Zipfel
Williams, Counselor at 770-419-8601 x1413 or
mzwilliams@scsiena.org
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Friendship Club Social Skills Group
Does your child need some help with peer
relationships (ability to initiate and maintain
interactions with peers), problem solve, building
self esteem, and resolving conflicts? Friendship
Club is where your child can work on those skills.
Friendship Club is an extension of the classroom
guidance program. It provides small group
instruction on social skills. Friendship Club is
currently open for students in grades 1-8. The
group will meet during the school day once a week
for thirty minutes for 6-8 weeks. The goal in
working with the students in this group is to help
strengthen their skills and help make school a
successful, rewarding experience. Children can be
referred by their parents and/or teachers. If you are
interested in having your child participate, please
contact Melissa Zipfel Williams, Counselor at 770-
419-8601 x 1413 or mzwilliams(@scsiena.org
1 T




