
 

February 26, 2008 
 

God of all compassion, Father of all goodness, when our weakness causes discouragement,  

let your compassion fill us with hope and lead us through a Lent of repentance to the beauty of Easter joy. 

Opening Prayer- Third Sunday of Lent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Parents, 
 

As a child, when hearing this past Sunday’s Gospel 
account of the Samaritan woman’s response to 
Christ, “I do not have a husband”, I used to think: “I 
can’t believe she just lied to Jesus!”  Now, I marvel: 
“What tact!  How courteous of Christ not to call this 
woman a liar.”  Indeed, this is the way God deals 
with each of us.  He knows – as often we do – our 
sins; yet, He also knows how tactfully He must deal 
with us so that we may be willing to see and 
acknowledge our sins.  He does not call us liars, 
failures, cowards; rather, He begins by affirming us: 
“You are right in saying: ‘I do not have a husband.’  
For you have had five husbands, and the one you 
have now is not your husband.” 
  

This is a marvelous lesson on how we ought to lead 
our children (and ourselves) to face their faults.  Put 
simply: we must be willing to speak the truth in love.  
Truth and love must be present if our words are to be 
effective.  Our children can accept corrections only if 
they sense our love for them is contingent neither on 
their successes nor their failures.  God does not love 
us for our various accomplishments, or even our 
practice of the virtues; neither does He withdraw His 
love when we fail to live up to His plan for us. 
 

The most gently-expressed corrections, however, can 
come across as “negative.”  The truth about our faults 
and mistakes is painful; while all of us have no 
trouble saying we are imperfect, having our 
imperfections revealed by someone else or  situations 
is a different matter.  Yet, we must be willing, at least 
to a small degree, to accept corrections from God, 
even when these corrections come through other 
fallible and imperfect human beings.  Our ability to 
correct our children and lead them to change for the 
better is in direct proportion to our ability to receive 
corrections with an open heart and mind. 
 

Our willingness to accept corrections – to see 
ourselves as God sees us – is indispensable for our 
journey towards Heaven.  If we do not recognize our 
failures, we will not perceive our need for 
forgiveness and healing.  Unless we recognize the 
ultimate “thirst” for God deep within our being – 
which we often mistake for the thirst to succeed in  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
various worldly accomplishments – we will not ask 
Christ: “Sir, give me this water so that I may not be 
thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”  
Our goal for our children must be to lead them to 
recognize this thirst within themselves and discover 
in Christ the “spring of water welling up to eternal 
life.”  Otherwise, we may well give our children the 
whole world, yet in the process fail to give them the 
one thing necessary, namely, eternal life in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

 

With prayers, 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Corner 
 

Please pray for: 
� Archbishop Gregory, Father Doyle, Father 

Terry; our seminarians 
� Our second graders as they prepare to receive 

their First Holy Communion 
� The Taylor Family 
� The McNally Family 
� The Raake Family 
� The Sherman Family 
� The Conkey Family 

 

 

Calendar at a Glance 
 

Tuesday, February 26 

▪ John Rosemond presentation (6:30 p.m. check-
in) 

Wednesday, February 27   

▪ School Mass (3B)  
Thursday, February 28 

▪ Athletic Banquet (6:30 p.m.) 
Friday, February 29 

▪ Spirit Wear Day 
Monday-Friday, March 3-7 
▪ ITBS Testing  
Monday, March 3 
▪ First Communion Parent Meeting (7:00 p.m.) 
Wednesday, March 5 
▪ School Mass (5A) 
Friday, March 7 

▪ ** First Friday Adoration (8:30 – 1:30) 
▪ Stations of the Cross (2:20 p.m. – Church) 
 

Siena Circular 



CALENDAR CHANGES 
▪ The SCS Oratorical competitions will take place 

on Wednesday, March 19 @ 1:45 p.m. instead of 
February 29. 

▪ ** First Friday Adoration will end at 1:30 p.m. on 
March 7 because of the Stations of the Cross. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS AND WELCOME 

We welcome into our Saint Catherine School and 
Parish family and give thanks to God for the arrival 
of these new family members: 
The LeBrun Family: Luc Marcel Lebrun 
The Ferary Family: Siena Ferary 
 

 

FROM THE CLINIC 
 

We are in the midst of the cold and flu season; many 
students have visited the clinic complaining of 
headaches.  Per Archdiocesan policy, medications 
(over-the-counter and/or prescription) will not be 
administered by the school nurse to any student 
without a completed Medication Consent Form on 
file (Student Handbook, p.34).  This form requires 
both a parent’s and a physician’s signature; it can be 
found on the school web site as well. 
 

This reminder is being sent because several parents 
have questions about the medication section of the 
“Green Card” that gives approval for the giving of 
Tylenol to students at school.  This section remained  
on the “Green Card” due to an oversight; we are 
sorry for any confusion this may have caused. If you 
have any questions regarding the medication policy, 
please contact Mrs. Naab at the school clinic at 770-
419-8601 x1425.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FACTS TUITION PLANS 

FACTS Tuition Agreements for 2008-2009 will be 
set up automatically for families currently using 
FACTS tuition service for tuition deductions.  In 
April when tuition rates for 2008-2009 are 
announced, we will send letters to each family with 
the new contract rate and tuition deductions for the 
2008-2009 FACTS tuition account. If you have 
questions, please contact Anna Coppock at 770-419-
8601 ext. 1418. 

 

 

FACTS TUITION ASSISTANCE 

All tuition assistance applications for the 2008-2009 
school year must be completed by February 28. All 
applications for tuition assistance must be mailed 
directly to FACTS Grant & Aid or completed online.  
Hard copies of the applications are available at the 
front office; for on-line applications, go to 
www.factstuitionaid.com.  A $20 fee is due to 
FACTS Grant & Aid for processing your application. 
For questions, please contact Sister Mary Jacinta or 
Anna Coppock. 
 
 

PRISM 
 

Saint Catherine of Siena School is proud to announce 
the formation of Prism – a grief/loss support group 
for parents.  The purpose of Prism is to mend the 
memories, heal the hurts, and once again, have the 
hope for a bright future.  Prism is neither therapy nor 
a program to teach parenting skills, although working 
with others can at times help us realize new skills and 
ideas.  Instead, Prism is designed to have you take an 
honest look at the person you are today and the 
parent you are to your children.  Prism is a twelve-
week program.   
 

When:  Monday, March 10 @ 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. in 
the school media center. 
Cost:  None; child care will be provided. 
Contact:  Melissa Zipfel Williams, Counselor @  
770-419-8601 x 1413 or mzwilliams@scsiena.org 
Registration deadline:  Wednesday, March 5 

 

 

Saint Catherine of Siena Catholic School unites with family and community to provide an excellent academic and religious 

education, developing the whole child while encouraging individual talents and abilities in a Christ-centered environment. 
 

In imitation of Saint Catherine, faithful daughter of the Church, we provide a formation grounded in truth through which we 

engage the culture, setting the world ablaze with the love of Christ. 


